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EFGS started as a voluntary cooperation between National 

Statistical Institutions (NSIs) in the Nordic countries in 1998, on use of 

geographic information systems (GIS) and statistics. 

Today EFGS has national contact persons from 32 European states 

and territories, having annual conferences and meetings. 

The Steering Committee consists of the national contact persons 

from the NSIs that participate in the ESSnet project GEOSTAT, mainly 

funded by Eurostat. 

Activities are concentrated on the development of the best practices

in the production of geostatistics in Europe. 

EFGS aims at beeing a global forum and umbrella organisation from 

conference in Brazil in 2014.

About European Forum for GeoStatistics



0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

200

AX DK FI IS NO SE EE AT CH NL SI UK BG DE ES FR GE HR HU IE IT KS LT LV PL PT RO SK TR BR CZ MK AR EC LU GR MX

Member states by population. Alphabetical and cronological order.

A network in change

From a few small and homegenic to many and diverse

Before 2010

2010

After 2010



1998 Voss, Norway

2000 Stockholm, Sweden

2002 Oslo, Norway

2003 Helsinki, Finland

2004 Copenhagen, Denmark

2005 Stockholm, Sweden

2006 Kongsvinger, Norway

2007 Helsinki, Finland

2008 Bled, Slovenia

2009 den Haag, The Netherlands

2010 Tallinn, Estonia

2011 Lisboa, Portugal

2012 Prague, Czech Republic

2013 Sofia, Bulgaria

2014 Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Conferences 1998 - 2014



ESSnet GEOSTAT projects

Recommendations

1: The GEOSTAT grid dataset 

…referenced to … Grid_ETRS89-LAEA…

2: … dataset should have a grid cell size of 1km².

3: … cell code example ‘1kmN2599E4695’ …

4: … Absolute counts of the statistical units 

(such as number of inhabitants, households, buildings,     

workplaces) should be disseminated without any 

restrictions…

5: … downloaded free of charge…

6: … dataset version 1 … reference year 2006. 

The next version … reference year 2011.

7: … quality … in the form of INSPIRE metadata encoded 

in ISO19139 .xml files. The production process should be 

documented per grid data source and country.
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Web surveys
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Planned ESTP course 2013

European Statistical Training Programme (ESTP) 

Statistics Norway 5-7th of March 2013

Who may apply?

Officials and employees of National Statistical Institutes or 

corresponding Competent National Authorities (CNA) of EU Member 

States, EFTA countries, Eurostat and candidate countries can apply. 

Occasionally, and on an individual basis, applicants from other 

administrations, international organisations and Statistical offices of 

non-European countries may be admitted.



GIS @ NSI Training courses



Welcome to Prague and EFGS 2012


