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Introduction 
 
The relationship of economic development and environmental protection has been making the headlines for 
many years. The drastic change in the environment is the price we pay for technological progress and 
economic development. Expenditure on environmental protection is a widely used environmental care 
indicator. Our issue is: What is the environmental expenditure in the Czech Republic and what procedures 
are used to obtain the relevant data?  
 
To achieve high explanatory power of any assessment, it is necessary in the first place to clearly define the 
methodology and procedures of obtaining statistical data. Environmental protection expenditure consists of 
investment expenditure and non-investment expenditure, i.e. current expenditure1. The Czech Statistical 
Office has measured expenditure on environmental protection investment since 1986 and the survey 
underwent many phases and experienced multiple changes in methodology. The most important change 
was the launching of a new EU survey project under which also first non-investment expenditure data were 
produced for the year 2003. Both investment and non-investment expenditure have thus been observed in 
the Czech Republic since 2003, which allows more complex examination of environmental protection 
expenditure.  
 
The aim of this publication is describing the trends of environmental protection expenditure, both investment 
and non-investment ones, in the Czech Republic and in the regions of the country, including economic 
benefits resulting from environmental protection.  
 
 
Environmental protection investment 

 

 
According to the definition, environmental protection investment refers to total investment 

expenditure2 related to environmental activities aimed primarily at collection, treatment, monitoring and 
control, reduction in volume, prevention or elimination of pollutants/pollution or of any harm to the 
environment caused by business activities.  
 

Graph 1 Environmental protection investment
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For a long period of time environmental protection investment was measured in the framework of other 
statistical surveys. Between 1986 and 2001 questions on environmental protection investment were 
incorporated in the investment survey (form Iv 2-01 up to 1996, Iv 3-01 from 1997), in 2002 environmental 

                                                
1
 The concept “non-investment expenditure” is used in the CZSO.  

2
 Investment expenditure on environmental protection include total expenditure on acquisition of tangible fixed assets 

(TFA) spent by the reporting units on acquisition of TFA (by buying or self-activity), incl. the total value of TFA obtained 
by acquisition free of charge or by transfer carried out in compliance with relevant laws and regulations or by 
reclassification of personally used assets to business assets. Expenditure on acquisition of environmental tangible fixed 
assets includes separate movables and sets of movables with independent technical and economic objectives with 
usable life exceeding one year and in value determined by the accounting unit, obligatorily from the value laid down by 
the Income Tax Act (which is CZK 40 000 as from 2001). 




